
The Eureka Symphony Presents: 
Schools to Symphony Concert 

April 28, 2014 



Welcome to the  
Schools to Symphony Concert! 

Section 1 

• Your school and/or class has been selected to attend a 
Eureka Symphony Concert at Humboldt State 
University’s Van Duzer Theater. This concert is 
sponsored by the Humboldt County Office of Education 
“Rising Stars Foundation” and Humboldt Sponsors. 
Hang on to your seats, ladies and gentlemen,  for you 
are in for a fabulous time! 

• Let’s start  by asking the question, “What is a 
symphony orchestra?” 

 



“What is a symphony orchestra?” 

 Know          Want to Know             Learned 



A symphony orchestra is a large group of 
musicians playing specific types of instruments and that 

most often performs classical music. 

In a symphony orchestra, there are many instruments ranging 
from very small to very large. 

Do you think a large instrument would make a low sound or a 
high sound? 

Think about some sounds that large and small animals make: 

  Lion  Low 

  Kitten  High 

  Rottwiler 

  Chihuahua 

 

Since sound is a pattern of wavelengths, think about these 
animals again and tell which sound wave is associated with 
each. In other words, which wavelength belongs to a lion? 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=large+sound+waves&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=q2qw_iBr2Rzj4M&tbnid=eQ8H6AE4Iwhd1M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://cellularscale.blogspot.com/2012/11/cut-your-brain-some-slack.html&ei=YcAWUeH3FOm02gWgu4Bg&bvm=bv.42080656,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNF27NWSawXX1cIMgVPYJGXo1c-cfQ&ust=1360531869426148


Instrument Families 

• The orchestra is divided into instrumental 
families: 

– Strings 

– Woodwinds 

– Brass 

– Percussion 



The String Family 

What do all of the instruments in 
the string family have in 
common? 

Which stringed instrument has 
the lowest sound/highest sound? 

What are the differences 
between the harp and the other 
stringed instruments? 

Make a list of other instruments 
that are part of the string 
family that are not a part of 
the symphony and are not 
shown on your page. 

 

      
    



The Woodwind Family 

Sound is a type of energy made by 
vibrations (wavelengths). When any 
object vibrates, it causes movement 
in the air particles. What kind of 
energy creates sound in these 
instruments? 

The piccolo is an Italian word that 
means small; are the vibrations fast 
or slow in this instrument? 

The clarinet, oboe, English horn, bass 
clarinet, and bassoon use a reed to 
produce sound. 

List some of the characteristics of the 
woodwind family. How are the 
instruments similar, how are they 
different? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Brass Family 
What do you think the name “Brass” 

tells you about the brass family? 
Are the vibrations in a tuba fast or 

slow? 
The Trombone is different from the 

other brass instruments; one of 
the main differences is that the 
trombone doesn’t have any 
buttons. Instead, different notes 
are produced by moving the slide in 
and out. 

The trumpet comes in many different 
sizes, there is even a very small 
trumpet called a pocket trumpet or 
piccolo trumpet which is about half 
the size of a regular trumpet. 
What do you think about the sound 
vibrations in this instrument? 
Fast/Slow/High/Low? 

List as many similar characteristics of 
these instruments as you can. 



The Percussion Family 

• Besides your hands, what are some 
other things you can use to play 
these percussion instruments? 

• Here’s another instrument with the 
word “bass” in it. What does that 
tell you about the sound it produces? 

• What are some other instruments 
used in the symphony orchestra that 
are shown in the picture?  

• A percussionist often plays many 
different instruments in the same 
piece; they sometimes have to switch 
back and forth between instruments 
very quickly. 



There is one more person on the 
stage with all of the musicians. 
Anyone know who that person 
is?  

The conductor of the Eureka 
Symphony Orchestra’s name is 
Carol Jacobson. 

Another word for conductor used in 
other countries is 
Maestro/Maestra. 

The conductor holds a stick called a 
“Baton”, which means “stick” in 
French. The conductor moves 
her baton up and down and the 
musicians watch it to stay 
together. 

The conductor is like the boss of 
the symphony and gives 
directions to the players about 
things such as, how loud or quiet 
they should play or the mood 
they should convey through her 
hand gestures and facial 
expressions. 

Where does the conductor stand? 



The Conductor 
Try your hand at conducting while listening to some of the music you will hear at the 

concert! 

Video Games Live Suite 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_3R86TbfEc


Rock Concert Etiquette 
Section 2 

• “Etiquette” is another word for behavior.  
• By a show of hands, how many of you have 
   ever been to a rock concert? 
• Is it okay for people in the audience to talk, whistle, 

applaud, or yell during a song? 
• If someone needs to go to the restroom or get a drink of 

water, can they do it anytime or do they need to wait until 
a song is over? 

• Is it okay for someone to wave wildly to get the attention of 
his/her friend on the other side of the concert hall? 

• Do audience members stay sitting in the same spot for the 
whole performance? 
 



Symphony Concert  
Etiquette 

Symphony Concert Etiquette is MUCH different 
than Rock Concert Etiquette.  

 
When at a concert, don’t talk, yell, clap, or whistle 

until the end of a piece. (Note: The conductor will 
signal the beginning of the program by raising her 
hands, and she will signal the end of a piece by 
lowering her hands to her sides and turning 
around to face the audience.) 

  



Remain in your seat until intermission or until 
the concert is over.  If you need to use the 
restroom and can’t wait, you may leave 
between pieces.  After using the restroom, 
return to your seat between pieces.  
(Intermission and the end of the concert are 
signaled by the lights in the concert hall 
turning back on.) 

 

Keep your hands to yourself, and do your best 
to sit still. 

 

 

 



• At the beginning 
of the concert, 
the following 
things will happen 
in this order: 

• 1. When the lights 
in the hall go 
down, you will 
know that the 
concert is about 
to start. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order of Concert Events 



2. The concertmaster will enter the stage. You 
should clap enthusiastically for her. 

 

 The concertmaster is 
typically the most 
accomplished violinist 
in the symphony and 
she has the job of 
tuning the ensemble.  
The concertmaster of 
the Eureka Symphony 
is Terrie Baune. 
 



3. The concertmaster will 
sit down and the 
conductor, Carol 
Jacobson, will enter 
the stage.  Again, clap 
excitedly for Maestra 
Jacobson and the 
performers!  Then get 
ready to listen. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1I0APJZKCQ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Kleinsinger
https://www.google.com/search?sourceid=navclient&aq=&oq=Tub&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS390US395&q=tubby+the+tuba+song&gs_l=hp..0.0l4.0.0.8.486390...........0.FU4fFRX-fR0&pbx=1


How to Read a Program 
Section 3 

• Have you ever been to a concert or play where you 
were given a program when you walked in the door? 
What was the event? What did the program tell you? 

 

 

The 
Eureka 

Symphony 
Concert 
Program 



Eureka Symphony 
   April 28, 2014  

 
Polovtsian Dances………………………………………..…Alexander Borodin (1833-1887) 

            
 

 Piano Concerto in D Major …………………Franz Joseph Haydn. (1732 –1809) 
III.  Rondo  all’ Ungarese 

Performed  by Scholarship Winner,   
Zar Raganas 

    
 Tubby the Tuba…………………………….. George Kleinsinger (1914-1982) 

       
Read  by Donald Forrest 
Text by Lemony Snicket 

   

Video Games Live Suite …………………………………………………Ralph Ford  (1963- ) 

Name of piece 

Date 

Soloist’s Name 

Composer’s 
Name 



Links to more information about the Composers and music you will hear!  

Alexander Borodin 
 History 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Borodin 
 Music – Polovtsian Dances 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GeaNykfvC3U 
  
Franz Joseph Haydn 
 History 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Haydn 
 Music – Piano Concerto in D Major, III. Rondo all’Ungarese 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1I0APJZKCQ 
 
George Kleinsinger 
 History 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Kleinsinger 
 Music – Tubby the Tuba  
https://www.google.com/search?sourceid=navclient&aq=&oq=Tub&ie=UTF-

8&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS390US395&q=tubby+the+tuba+song&gs_l=hp..0.0l4.0.0.8.486390...........0.FU4fFRX-fR0&pbx=1 
 
Ralph Ford 
 History 

http://www.alfred.com/Company/Authors/RalphFord.aspx 
Music – Video Games Live Suite 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_3R86TbfEc 

 
 
Eureka Symphony- http://www.eurekasymphony.com/index.html 
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https://www.google.com/search?sourceid=navclient&aq=&oq=Tub&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS390US395&q=tubby+the+tuba+song&gs_l=hp..0.0l4.0.0.8.486390...........0.FU4fFRX-fR0&pbx=1
https://www.google.com/search?sourceid=navclient&aq=&oq=Tub&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS390US395&q=tubby+the+tuba+song&gs_l=hp..0.0l4.0.0.8.486390...........0.FU4fFRX-fR0&pbx=1
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http://www.alfred.com/Company/Authors/RalphFord.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_3R86TbfEc
http://www.eurekasymphony.com/index.html


These are the young winners of the Eureka Symphony’s Youth Competition.  “Zar” will be 
performing for you.  The other winner, Sonia Copple, will perform along with “Zar” at the 
Eureka Symphony’s Spring Concert on April 26th and 27th. 


